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New/Special Course Proposal-Bulletin Change Transmittal Form
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Undergraduate Curriculum Council - Print 1 copy for signatures and save 1 electronic copy.
     Graduate Council - Print 1 copy for signatures and send 1 electronic copy to mmcginnis@astate.edu
	X    New Course  or    Special Course  (Check one box)

Please complete the following and attach a copy of the catalogue page(s) showing what changes are necessary.  

	
Department Curriculum Committee Chair
Date
	
COPE Chair (if applicable)
Date

	
Department Chair
Date
	____________________________________________________________________

Professional Education Head of Unit (If applicable)                         Date




	
College Curriculum Committee Chair
Date
	General Education Committee Chair (If applicable)                         Date

Undergraduate Curriculum Council Chair
Date

	
College Dean
Date
	
Graduate Curriculum Committee Chair
Date

	
	
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Date


	1. Proposed Course Prefix and Number (For variable credit courses, indicate variable range.)   
 POSC 4133 4153 (Jesse checked with Political Science about using this number instead because POSC 4133 has already been used and they were fine with this)

	2. Course Title – if title is more than 30 character (including spaces), provide short title to be used on transcripts.  Title cannot have any symbols (e.g. slash, colon, semi-colon, apostrophe, dash, and parenthesis).  Please indicate if this course will have variable titles (e.g. independent study, thesis, special topics). 
Politics and Popular Culture by the Decade   
SHORT TITLE: POLITICS AND POPULAR CULTURE

	3. Will this course be lecture only, lab only, lecture and lab, activity, dissertation, experiential learning, independent study, internship, performance, practicum, recitation, seminar, special problems, special topics, studio problems, student exchange, occupational learning credit, or course for fee purpose only (e.g. an exam)?  Please choose one.   
 Lecture

	4. What is the grade type (i.e. standard letter, credit/no credit, pass/fail, no grade, developmental)?     
Standard letter

	5. Is this course dual listed (undergraduate/graduate)?      
 No

	6. Is this course cross listed?  (If it is, all course entries must be identical including course descriptions.  It is important to check the course description of an existing course when adding a new cross listed course.)      
 No

	7. Brief course description (40 words or less) as it should appear in the bulletin.  
               An analysis of the intersection of politics and popular culture for a particular decade, to be chosen by instructor. 

	8. Indicate all prerequisites and if this course is restricted to a specific major, which major.  (If a student does not have the prerequisites or does not have the appropriate major, they will not be allowed to register).    
 N/A
a. Are there any prerequisites?   
                No


	         9.    Course frequency (e.g. Fall, Spring, Summer).    Not applicable to Graduate courses.       
               Fall-even.

	9. Contact Person (Name, Name of Institution, Address, Email Address, Phone Number)
                Catherine C. Reese, Arkansas State University, Dept of Political Science, P.O. Box 1750, ccreese@astate.edu, 870-972-3428


	10. Proposed Starting Term/Year          
Fall 2014
    

	11. Is this course in support of a new program?  If yes, what program?       
No


	12. Does this course replace a course being deleted?  
No
Attach Course Deletion Proposal-Bulletin Change Transmittal Form.  

	13. Does this course affect another program?  If yes, provide contact information from the Dean, Department Head, and/or Program Director whose area this affects. 
No


	15.
Justification should include:

A.
Academic rationale and goals for the course (skills or level of knowledge students can be expected to attain).
Diversifies students’ knowledge of the use of types of data for the analysis of political behavior by investigating the interaction of culture and politics in a selected decade.  Emphasizing critical thinking and research, the course is designed to help students learn how to interpret major political events and political behaviors through the analysis of the popular culture of a recent decade.  Introduces students to the use of cultural data which are not as extensively used in the field as they might be.  

B.
How does the course fit with the mission established by the department for the curriculum?  If course is mandated by an accrediting or certifying agency, include the directive.
Students learn in different ways. Sometimes political events can be more easily understood by analyzing their popular culture depictions; for instance, viewing the film “All the President’s Men” may help students in a 1970s course understand Watergate. Reading “The Great Gatsby” may help students see the events surrounding Prohibition more clearly. Students can be expected to understand and analyze major popular culture and political events of their chosen decade.  Thus, this course fits within the mission of the department, the first tenet of which is to “enhance students' understanding of the diversity of approaches to knowledge.”

C.
Student population served. 

Primarily senior-level political science majors, probably some upper-division majors from other departments as well.

D.
Rationale for the level of the course (lower, upper, or graduate).
 Upper level undergraduate is a good fit because this level of student will be more analytically skilled. Also, I have offered this class as a “4003” or Special Topics 7 times in the past 10 years and it has enrolled very well with that group of students.                



	16.
Outline (The course outline should be topical by weeks and should be sufficient in detail to allow for judgment of the content of the course.)
  The decade will vary. I am using the 1930s as a model. However, I have taught this class as 1920s (Honors), 1930s, 1960s, 1970s, & 1980s.     

30s CLASS TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
Week 1     Course Introduction

Week 2     From the Twenties Into the Thirties
                              

Week 3     The Economy Then and Now 

Week 4     Foreshadowing of Fascism




Week 5     The Depression & Criminal Behavior 





Week 6     The New Deal/ FDR


Week 7     Student Short Presentation Day








        Mid-Term









Week 8     Labor Movements of the 1930s                      
Week 9     Labor Movements/ Southern Tenant Farmers Assn.




Week 10   The Second New Deal 
                                
Week 11    Literature Humor & Art                                                                 



Week 12    The Rise of Fascism





Week 13   The Rise of Fascism

Week 14     Saying Goodbye to the 30s/Wrap Up

              

	17.
Course requirements (e.g. research papers, projects, interviews, tests, etc.) 
Two exams, essay format. One major project, which may be a research paper, small film project, or other creative work. One small presentation/analysis of a major person or event of the decade. Extensive participation in class.

	18.
Special features (e.g. labs, exhibits, site visitations, etc.)
In the past we have often taken the class somewhere of interest re the decade. For example, when I taught the 1930s class, we visited the Southern Tenant Farmers Museum in Tyronza, Arkansas.  We also attended the opening of a Depression-Era photography exhibit at Parkin, AR State Park. When I taught the 1960s class, we visited the STAX Rock and Soul Museum in Memphis.

  

	19.
Required reading
Will vary by decade but is expected to include at least one work of political science or historical value and one example of a popular culture piece. An example for the 1930s class of the reading list: 

Watkins, T.H. The Great Depression: America in the 1930s. New York: Little, Brown & Co., 1993. ISBN 9780316924542

Agee, James and Evans, Walker. Let Us Now Praise Famous Men. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2001. ISBN 0618127496



	20.
Department staffing and classroom/lab resources (Will this require additional faculty, supplies, etc.?)          
 N/A      . 

	21.
What is the primary goal of this course?   
To understand and analyze political events for a particular decade in American life, with a particular eye toward analyzing the representation of various political perspectives within the American public in the popular culture and political events.

	22.
If this proposal is for a general education course, please check the primary goal this course addresses:   
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Communicating effectively

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Thinking Critically

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Using mathematics

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Using Technology

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Understanding global issues

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Understanding interdependence

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Developing a life-long appreciation of the arts and humanities

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Developing a strong foundation in the social sciences

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Using science to accomplish common goals

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Providing foundations necessary to achieve health and wellness



	23. Considering the indicated primary goal, provide up to three outcomes that you expect of students after completion of this course.  For example, what will students who meet this goal know or be able to do as a result of this course?

Primary Goal Outcome #1:  Describe and analyze a major political event of the decade by reference to popular culture (depending upon the decade—for example, Watergate, Vietnam, the election of Ronald Reagan, the assassination of JFK).

Learning Activity:  Major project (written, film or musical piece) involving a major political event as above, to be presented to instructor and class at end of term.




From the most current electronic version of the bulletin, copy all bulletin pages that this proposal affects and paste it to the end of this proposal.  
FROM 2012-2013 BULLETIN PAGE 485:
POSC 4113.   American Legislative Process   AMERICAN POLITICS.  Structure and organization 

of legislative bodies, with a detailed study of legislative processes.  Spring, odd.
POSC 4123. Women in Politics   AMERICAN POLITICS.  An examination of the interrelationship 

of gender, politics, and popular culture.  Spring, odd.      
POSC 4133.  Politics and Popular Culture by the Decade.    An analysis of the intersection of politics and popular culture for a particular decade, to be chosen by instructor. Fall even.
POSC 4143.  Public Opinion and Public Policy   AMERICAN POLITICS.  The function of 

public opinion in political systems, and methods for revealing public preferences; with principal 

focus on the US case.  Dual listed as POSC 5143. Spring, odd.

POSC 4223. Middle Eastern Political Systems   COMPARATIVE POLITICS.  Major Middle Eastern political systems, with concentration on their common characteristics and major differences.  

Spring, odd.

POSC 4233.  Life Sex Death or Body Politics in Comparative Perspective.  COMPARATIVE POLITICS.  

A cross-national study of policy and policy change with respect to state regulation of the body. 

Prerequisite: Completion of POSC 3003 or permission of the instructor. Spring, even.

POSC 4313.  International Organization INTERNATIONAL POLITICS.  Development, structure, 

and politics of international organizations such as the United Nations.  Fall, odd.

POSC 4453. Analysis of Contemporary Political Theory   POLITICAL THEORY.  An analytical 

and theoretical examination of one or more theoretical political issues of the 20th and 21st centuries.  

Topics of analysis may include democracy, justice, community, political ethics, multiculturalism, or 

the theories of a particular political philosopher or school of political philosophy.  Content will vary.  

Spring.

POSC 4503. Introduction to Public Policy Studies   PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.  Provides a 

framework for understanding the fundamentals of the policy making process.  Fall.

POSC 4513. Disaster Response Operation Management PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.  Roles 

and responsibilities of public managers and others within the National Incident Management System.  

May be credited toward Minor in Homeland Security and Disaster Preparedness.  Fall-odd.

POSC 4523. Public Personnel Administration   PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.  Policies, methods, 

and techniques utilized in public personnel.  Fall.

POSC 4533. Environmental Law and Administration   PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.  Overview 

of current environmental law, its administration and enforcement.  Demand.

POSC 4553. HSDP Capstone PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.  Application of skills and knowledge 

gained in the minor to the analysis of a specific need or problem and the design of solutions.  Teamwork among various specialties with the field.  Prerequisite, NRS 4503.  Permission of instructor 

required.  Dual listed as NRS 4553.  Spring.

POSC 480V.    Readings in Political Science   READINGS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE.  

Independent readings for all advanced students regardless of major. Limited to three hours. Students must have consent of instructor and department chair.  Fall, Spring, Summer.

POSC 481V.  Internships   GENERAL POLITICS. Placement of students in community based and   
Code #HSS08








